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Greetings in Christ, dear friends, and may the peace of Christ be with you! 

I want to thank you, on behalf of the Worship Committee, and for myself, for your generous and 
honest responses to our survey on the Narrative Lectionary.  You were not only thoughtful, but 
also wise, in your discernment.  Because there is no way to respond to all the replies, I thought 
I’d take this chance to share my own view, and maybe expand on it a bit, if you’ll be patient! 

First and foremost, I absolutely loved our three deep dives – into the Decalogue (Ten 
Commandments), the First letter of John, and the Book of Ruth (we’re not done as of writing; I 
am anticipating By Heart Story’s contribution to our understanding).  I believe they were also a 
rich experience in Bible Study (to which all are welcome, see the inner bulletin every Sunday!); 
so rich that it might be hard to go back to selected, but unconnected, snippets of Scripture.  But 
it is fair to say I was trained, and chose, to feel this way.  While I am not a great scholar, I love 
scholarship – for itself.  I can get lost in a book or books, never mind a library, and be useless for 
“real work” for hours on end.  I love bringing back Bible tidbits to share; so much so that I have 
learned to exercise discretion over how much I share.  I’m also fascinated by the complexity, 
practicality and idealism of Hebrew and early Christian societies, and I try hard to bring that 
forward in interpretation.  Above all, I am in love with my God; and just as God has no limit, so 
there need not to be limits on our exploration of all whom God is, and all that God does. 

So, engagement with the Hebrew Bible (this is the term I prefer most for what we call the Old 
Testament; “Older” or “First” Testament are others that more realistically treat the relationship 
of Hebrew and Christian revelation, theology and history).  

First: I believe, as I frequently point out, that Jesus was a Jewish reformer all His life.  He did 
not set out to found a religion; the very idea would have confused and offended Him.  His 
participation in extended argumentation and interpretation with Pharisees, Sadducees, Scribes, 
and outside religious figures was not merely confrontational or rebellious.  Jesus reached deep 
into Hebrew belief and practice, through the Hebrew Bible He knew so very well, to illustrate 
the goodness and graciousness of God, the flexibility and cooperation of God, the righteousness 
and holiness of God, the sheer love of God.   In all this He was not unlike other, past reformers – 
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the ones we know as prophets – except, of course, He WAS God (as 
many of you already know, I believe Jesus grew in, and into, that 
role).  We cannot fully understand Jesus without knowing and 
responding to His own full sense of who He was and is; that means 
understanding not just how, but also why, He said what He said and 
did what He did.  Jesus was obedient in ways we find hard to 
imagine, patient in ways we can’t even aspire to, loving in ways that 
would shatter our ordinary hearts, because He was God.  Walter 
Brueggemann says of the Hebrew Bible’s evocation of God that  “God 
is a fully articulated personal agent, with all the particularities of 
personhood and with a full repertoire of traits and actions that 
belong to a fully formed and actualized person”.  In other words, God 
is, as Walter Wink has said, a human being; in fact, THE human being.  
We are all in the process of becoming human because we are made in 
God’s image, but act imperfectly.  God, and God in Jesus especially, 
helps us to realize and perfect our own humanity.  Jesus is a model 
and example, for our sake, of how that works and how that looks.  
Jesus chose to do that, with all its eternal costs to Him, because 
Jesus loves. 

Second:  I love the Hebrew Bible for its deeply human stories; stories 
of love and ambition, greed and generosity, cruelty and care.  We see 
ourselves in a mirror, and are deeply affected – whether that means 
confirmation or judgment!  The nature of the New Testament, as 
witness to Jesus’ life and ministry, means that while there are 
beautiful human stories, the writers don’t have the same freedom to 
expand their tales.  The story, rightly, is about Jesus.  I hope the Book 
of Ruth touches you in the same way it touches me; with admiration 
and love for its characters, and with hope I may aspire to be like any 
one of them.  They reveal the character of God, in revealing just why 
God loves us so very much.  They also reveal, deliberately, that God 
never intended us to be monochrome or monotonous.  Quirks of 
character, differences in people and their willingness to live those 
differences out, drive the themes of the Bible, and our evolution 
toward full humanity. 

So, with the permission I feel you all have granted, I will once in a 
while “escape” the Revised Common Lectionary, and take on a story 
from the Hebrew Bible.  I will do so in service to the message of our 
Gospels, I promise you!  I would like to encourage you all to be with 
me on that project, and that path:  please do tell me if there is a 
story, or a theme, or a series you would like me to lift up.  Please 
also know time to prepare is something I will need; don’t expect an 
immediate response!  Above all, in your own devotions, don’t neglect 
the Hebrew Bible; just as it was formative for Jesus, so it is formative 
for us!
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Greetings, All, 

Your Pastor had a wonderful and inspiring time in Pittsburgh, guided by a very dedicated and 
very professional team from Stephen Ministries, St. Louis.  I did miss the opening banquet, but 
from the moment I did get there I was fully engaged:  absorbing the last bits of wisdom and 
advice we all received, and readying for what was coming next (usually in about half an hour!).  
In all I participated in 32 sessions, some in lecture form, some on video, most requiring 
participation from some to a lot.  I am deeply grateful to Elaine Smith for allowing me the use 
of “The Box” she purchased when she became a Stephen Leader – and which she is willing to 
have remain at OVPC as a reference tool; the paperwork I did at the LTC (Leadership Training 
Conference) coordinates with the materials in said box, to become a hybrid of my “homework” 
and participation. 

While I was at Pittsburgh, I met Stephen Ministers becoming leaders, solo leaders, whole church 
delegations becoming new classes; people optimistic about a fresh start and people trying to 
inject new life into programs that were stalling (because, folks, it needs all of us!).  The first 
person I got to know well was Tom (he is sitting in front of me in the photo), who became my 
prayer partner.  Finding a prayer partner was our first assignment – a stranger, with whom we 
promised to pray regularly for the sake of each other’s ministry.  Tom and his wife split their 
time between Ohio and Arizona, and he is a Stephen Minister in both (and now a Stephen 
Leader).  He is among the kindest and most self-effacing people I have ever met; his personal 
experience of tragedy is what motivated him into this ministry.  I continue to pray for him, as I 
know he does for me.  Each person in that photo had beautiful and touching reasons to be 
there.  In their backgrounds they could have been a microcosm of this congregation.  And there 
were 365 more people in attendance!  I met some folks from 
Delaware, and it is my intention to be in touch with them, and 
perhaps their programs. 

Above all, I saw what 40 years of rigorous, detail-oriented 
attention to one thing – holistic Christian caring, one-to-one – 
can accomplish.  There were answers, suggestions and pathways 
for nearly any problem or question one could think of, and for 
many that might never cross one’s mind.  All are time tested; 
and new or unresolved questions lead to new research, inquiry 
and methods.  I’ve come away determined to do my part.  I am 
proud of, and moved by, our team here at OVPC; for their unity 
and seriousness of purpose, for their sacrifice, and for their 
love that is the thread through it all.  I earnestly ask you to hold 
them and keep them in prayer, as they hold themselves open to 
be vessels of God’s healing.

These are the folks I spent the most 
time with.  Mike, the fella I'm 
standing next to, styles us "The 
Saints of Table 14"

Stephen Leader Conference 
Terry Dougherty
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Session Report 
Karen Colwill, Clerk of Session

OVPC Minute from Session – July 2018 

The Session of OVPC met on Monday, July 9, 2018, in Memorial Hall. 

Rev. Terry Dougherty, Moderator, opened with prayer and devotions at 7:00 P.M. 

Orders of the Day: 
  
Bob Wolf , Chair of the Finance Committee. Bob provided Session with information regarding 
the Mid-Year Budget Review.  The OVPC budget was reviewed as presented and found to be in 
order. The only exception noted is the Sanctuary Flower Account.  Research will be done and 
reported back at the August session meeting. Thanks to the Finance Committee for their work 
in performing and documenting the mid-year budget review. 

 MOTION passed to approve the Mid-Year Budget Review with noted Sanctuary Flower 
exception. 

The Monthly Committee Reports were received. 

MOTION passed to approve Session Minutes of June 11, 2018. 

The approved Session Job Description was distributed. 

MOTION passed to approve the June 2018 Financial Reports. There is a meeting scheduled with 
Scott Derr to review our Cambridge Investment Brokerage Account on Monday, August 13th at 
5:30pm in Fellowship Center.  

MOTION approved for Rev. Terry Dougherty to have vacation August 27 through August 30, four 
days, which does not include a Sunday. 

A MOTION passed to use $1,000.00, from the Spark Missional Ministry Grant, to support the 
Tres Rios Church in Costa Rica. The church feeds the neighborhood children every Sunday after 
the morning worship service. This money will be directed to the support the Sunday meal. 

An Ignite Grant was submitted to New Castle Presbytery requesting $12,000 for the MHDC 
home repair program which includes a youth program to instruct youth in home repairs. 

Reminders:  The August Session Meeting is August 13, 2018 at 7:00 PM in Memorial Hall. Our 
meetings are open to OVPC members. Please notify the clerk if you plan to attend. 

Rev. Terry Dougherty adjourned the meeting and closed with prayer at 8:41 P.M. 
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Session Report 
Karen Colwill, Clerk of Session
OVPC Minute from Session –  August 13, 2018 

The Session of OVPC met on Monday, August 13, 2018, in Memorial Hall. 

Rev. Terry Dougherty, Moderator, opened with prayer and devotions at 7:00 P.M. 

We welcomed Rev. Dr. J. Thomas Kort, Princeton Theological Seminary, to our meeting. Rev. Kort is 
Terry’s mentor through the Princeton First Call Leadership Program. He was here participating in the 
Pastor Support Team’s retreat to formulate the roles and objectives of the team. 
  
Orders of the Day: 

We met with Prospective Members, Charlie and Jeannette O’Neill, on Letter of Transfer from Highland 
Presbyterian Church, Lancaster, PA.  MOTION approved to welcome Charlie and Jeannette as active 
members at OVPC. 

We also met with Prospective Members, Raymond and Joni Keller and Raymond Keller, Jr., on Letter of 
Transfer from Toms River Presbyterian Church, Toms River, NJ. MOTION approved to welcome, Raymond, 
Joni and Raymond Jr. as active members at OVPC 

Liz Hobler, Coordinator of the Facilities Use Committee presented the Facilities Annual Report to 
Session. The Kitchen Inspection was held in March, finding everything in order.  In 2018, Linda Bowers, 
Church Secretary, is now coordinating the Security Watch Schedule. Liz informed Session that she will 
retire as Coordinator of the Facilities Use Committee after 15 years of service. We thanked Liz for her 
dedication to OVPC and a job well done. 

The Monthly Committee Reports were received. 

MOTION passed to approve Session Minutes of July 9, 2018. 

MOTION passed to approve the July 2018 Financial Reports. Prior to the Session Meeting, we met with 
Scott Derr to review our Cambridge Investment Brokerage Account.  All investment allocations will 
remain the same. 

MOTION approved to accept Cindy Benjamin’s request to be removed from the Pastor Support Team and 
approved Kathy Sheetz as her replacement. 

MOTION approved for OVPC Elders and Deacons  to perform communion to shut-ins as assigned by the 
Pastor. 

MOTION approved the Project Request from Buildings and Grounds and the Welcome Group to spend up 
to $1200.00 to beautify the grounds at the front of the church. 

MOTION approved to be a sponsor for the CROP Walk tee-shirts at a cost of $50.00. 

OVPC received notice of a bequest of $4,554.00 from the Estate of Elizabeth K. Tunnell 

The $1,000.00 Session allocated from the NCP Ignite Ministry Grant to the summer school lunch program 
was not requested and will be returned to the fund for future allocation. 

Reminders:  The September Session Meeting is September 10, 2018 at 7:00 PM in Memorial Hall. Our 
meetings are open to OVPC members. Please notify the clerk if you plan to attend. 

Rev. Terry Dougherty adjourned the meeting and closed with prayer at 8:50 P.M.
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Christian Education 
Karen Rubin-Hamilton

Please join us after worship in Fellowship Hall for our fall 6 week study of   
The Parables.  Pastor Terry, Bev Bailey and Don Benjamin have graciously agreed to lead us in 
exploring the meaning of these important stories. 

Dates to Remember 
September 16: Rich Man & Lazarus  
September 23:  Lost Sheep, Lost Coin, Lost Son 
September 30:  The Good Samaritan   
October 7: Widow and the Judge  
October 21:  Rich Fool  
October 28: Ten Minas (talents)  

The above Parables will be discussed using Short Stories by Jesus; The Enigmatic Parable by 
Amy-Jill Levine.  If you would like to explore this ancillary resource, it can be ordered on 
Amazon. 

On July 17, 2018 the 841th meeting of New Castle Presbytery was held at the Dover Presbyterian 
Church with call in from Wicomico church in Salisbury, Md. And Westminster Church in 
Wilmington, Delaware. 
  

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM with prayer by Rev. Jeff Howard.  
OPENING BUSINES 
 Quorum call 
 Docket approval 

 The stated clerk’s report was next. 
It covered the Omnibus Motion approving the minutes of the 840th meeting of 
NCP, and a report on the churches that have had their session minutes reviewed 
and approved, COMC report and the letter from ignite regarding invitations to 
partnership (FAQs) 

  
The balance of the meeting was given over to the Commissioners to 223rd GA and the 
YAD to hear their reports on their experience at GA plus the reports on the overtures 
sent to GA by NCP by the advocate’s supporting the overtures. 

This is a new format being tried to shorten Presbytery meetings and increase the number 
of meetings during the year to five.  The entire meeting lasted just under 1-1/2 hours.  

PRESBYTERY COMMISSIONER 
Mike Quinn
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FAQs on Stephen Ministry 

At the end of June, nine members of OVPC began a 50-hour training class to become Stephen 
Ministers here at our church. Below are some frequently asked questions about this ministry. 

What exactly is Stephen Ministry? Created in 1975, Stephen Ministry is model for Christian 
care giving, through which a congregation can equip lay persons, called Stephen Ministers, to 
provide confidential one-on-one care to individuals facing life’s challenges. 

Why the Name Stephen? The name comes from St. Steven, who was the first lay person 
commissioned by the Apostles to provide caring ministry to those in need. See Acts 6:1-7. 

Who is involved in Stephen Ministry? Stephen Leaders oversee and direct this ministry. They 
recruit, train, and supervise our Stephen Ministers, identify people in need of care, and match 
them with a Stephen Minister. Elaine and Dale Smith — supported by Pastor Terry — are our 
Stephen Leaders. Stephen Ministers are the caregivers. By the end of October, our nine 
candidates will have engaged in 50 hours of training in Christian caregiving, covering such topics 
as listening, feelings, boundaries, assertiveness, and using Christian resources. Care Receivers 
are those who may be experiencing life’s difficulties (e.g., illness, grief, hospitalization, 
strained relationships). The care receivers typically meet with their Stephen Minister once a 
week for as long as the care receiver is benefiting from the relationship. Members of our 
church are a source of referrals to this ministry. 

Are Stephen Ministers Counselors? No, Stephen Ministers are not professional counselors; 
rather, they are trained lay caregivers. Their role is to listen, to care, to pray, and to walk with 
the care receiver during their time of need.  

Can I Trust a Stephen Minister? Trust is essential to a caring relationship. Confidentiality is one 
of the core principles of Stephen Ministry; what a care receiver tells their Stephen Minister is 
kept in strictest confidence.  

What is the Pastor’s Role? Pastors will always be the primary caregivers in any congregation, 
but there is no way that pastors can meet all the needs for care. Also, God has called all of us — 
not just pastors — to care for one another. Stephen Ministry supports the pastor by equipping lay 
people to provide one-on-one Christian care. 

How Can Someone Receive Care from a Stephen Minister? Elaine Smith is our Stephen Leader 
who coordinates referrals. If you feel that you might benefit from the care of a Stephen Minister, 
please speak with Elaine or with Pastor Terry. If you want to talk about Stephen Ministry for 
someone else, make sure you have that person’s permission first or suggest that they speak 
directly with Elaine or Pastor Terry. 

OVPC’s Stephen Ministry will be launched in October, with the commissioning of our Stephen 
Ministers during worship on Sunday, October 28th. You will soon see additional information about 
this ministry in newsletters and in the Sunday bulletins.

Stephen Leaders 
Elaine & Dale Smith
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Nancy Turner  Sept. 3 
Herb Sheetz  Sept. 6 
Mike Read  Sept. 8 
Mike Quinn  Sept. 19 
Jane Sergison Sept. 21 
Cathy Yantz  Sept. 22 
Betsy Henifin  Sept. 25 
Carol Kester  Sept. 28 
Earlene DeFazio Sept. 29 

Jane and Bob Clark   Sept. 2nd 
June and Brooks Goldman  Sept. 5th 
Lorie and Jim Hartsig  Sept. 10th

1936

2018

Blackwater Presbyterian Church
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Dave Sergison’s son wins caption 
contest for this cartoon in the New 
Yorker magazine.

Winning Entry

Princeton Pastoral Leadership Program 
Kathy Sheetz

The Pastoral Support Team recently met with Rev. Dr. J. Thomas Kort from Princeton Seminary; 
he is Rev. Terry Dougherty’s mentor as a First Call pastor.  As part of our commitment to the 
Princeton Leadership Program, the committee discussed and set goals, objectives, and ways to 
evaluate said goals.  We will meet monthly at the Church Office and hope to participate in 
worthwhile Seminars at Princeton to enable OVPC to support and assist Terry in his ministry.  If 
you have questions, please contact any of the committee members:  Karen Colwill, Pam Price, 
Mike Read, Terry Dougherty, and Kathy Sheetz. 

This year is the 30th year for the Bethany Beach area Crop Walk. The date for the  walk is 
Sunday October 14th at 1:00 PM at Bethany Beach band stand. After the 2 mile walk everyone is 
invited to the Bethany Beach Christian Church for a hot dog and a soft drink. 
    We will be walking with other local churches to raise money for Church World Services whose 
mission is to help those in need both here at home and around the world. 
      Last year the walk raised $19,039 of that OVPC raised $4,782. 25% of the grand total stays 
local and was equally divided between the six churches that have food pantries.  
      Please consider walking and ask your friends and family to walk with us so we can help 
make this year's walk the best ever.  C communities R responding O overcome P poverty 
      PS. Pets that are people friendly are welcome to join us.

Crop Walk 
Bob Doherty
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Sewing Circle 
Amy Peoples

I hope you have had a wonderful summer and 
are ready to participate in the OVPC Sewing 
Circle. You can be sure there will be many 
activities for you to take part in. Don’t be 
left out! 

The Heavenly Luncheon was a huge success. 
We served over 400 guests, 26 more than 
2017. We had some very special donations 
from local vendors so we will be able to give 
almost all the proceeds to our Mission 
Projects.  The community is amazing in their 
support of our Luncheon. It would be remiss 
of me to not thank the members and friends 
of the Sewing Circle who put in so many 
hours of the week of the luncheon to make it 
better each year. I send a very hearty thanks 
to you! 

Sunday, September 9, the Coffee Hour, after 
the church service will be hosted by the 
ladies of the Salt Pond. They always do a 
special job,  so please try not to miss. 

On Monday, September 10,YARN will meet 
from 10-2 PM. Bring your lunch and begin 
making the wonderful Prayer Shawls that 
mean so much to our shut-ins. Remember if 
you are timid about making shawls, there are 
people very willing to help you. Come and 
give it a try! 

The Ocean View Presbyterian Women’s 
Sewing Circle will meet Wednesday, 
September 12, 12 noon. Bring a sandwich or 
salad, refreshments will be provided by Lorie 
Hartsig and Sandy White. Come and join the 
group. 

We found that there is a need for kitchen towels and 
pot holders in both kitchens so we are having a “Towel 
Shower” at the September meeting.  Bring a towel or 
potholder to the meeting to place in kitchens. 

 After our lunch and business meeting we will have our 
Bible Study from our study book, “God’s Promise, I Am 
With You”; Chapter 1, “God With Us Wherever We Are”. 
Bev Bailey and Marti Sommer will take turns leading the 
study. Bev will start off the study in September.  If you 
do not have a book, contact Ellen. They are $10.00. 

Just a reminder, the Fall Jumble will be Saturday, 
October 6, set up Friday, October 5, It is not too soon 
for you to look around your home to see things you no 
longer need but that someone else is looking for. We 
need glassware, small household items, knick knacks, 
toys, books, jewelry, children’s toys , and potted plants. 
Please NO clothing, shoes, pocketbooks, or anything 
soiled or broken. Get out your recipe books and jot 
down recipes you could make for the bake table. It is a 
big day for OVPC Sewing Circle and friends and the 
funds received go to our Mission Projects. 

 The Sewing Circle Nominating Committee is out looking 
for new officers for the 2019-2020 term. If you are 
asked, please say “Yes”. It is very rewarding. The 
Committee will bring the names to the October meeting 
and the new officers will be installed at the January 
Circle meeting, 

Hope you will join us, we have fun, learn, and get 
worthwhile projects done.
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YARN...You Are Ready to Needle... 
Knit or crochet or just watch and learn. 

Join us in Fellowship Center  
the first Monday of the month from 10 am-2 pm... 

bring your lunch.  
See you on September 10th

In loving memory of Pat Hayes who 
joined our YARN group and brought 
with her not only her talent but her 
quiet calm smile as well.
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HEAVENLY LUNCHEON A SUCCESS AGAIN! 

We served a total of 411 guests, 269 on Wednesday and 142 on 
Thursday.  This is 26 more than in 2017. The gross deposit was $4961. 

Expenses totaled approximately $504. However, a generous donation 
will enable us to use almost all of the gross proceeds for missions. 

We are excited to announce that in addition to Eastern Shore Poultry who donates 200 pounds of 
boneless chicken breasts every year and Ocean View Produce who gives us the cantaloupes and 
watermelons, three new businesses that made donations: The Plant, Flower & Garden Shop 
(Formerly Blossoms) donated all of the beautiful flowers, Bethany Diner supplied the butter and 
Ocean View Seafood donated carry-out containers. (A last minute need - for the first time in my 
history we ran out!)   

Just a FYI:  Our highest years were 2005 and 2011 when we served 500 guests in the two days.  

We are also happy that we had so many “newbie’s” helping this year with serving, scraping, 
parking, baking, cooking chicken and chopping: Pastor Terry and his wife, Pam; Jim and Marie 
Waehler; Dick Regester, Dale and Elaine Smith and Earlene DeFazio. 

The Women’s’ Sewing Circle extends its love and hearty thanks to everyone for the dedication 
and hard work that was filled with love and harmony.
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Photogenic 
Jim Hartsig

“These boots were made for 
walkin . . .

Special presentation of the Book of Ruth 
by Heart Story 
Mary Beth Howard and Shelly Gnade
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Friday Night At The Movies

OCEAN VIEW 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
67 Central Ave 
Ocean View, DE 19970

Join us Friday September 7th at 5:30 at Bob and Elaine Wolf’s home to share a potluck supper as 
we prepare for the start of football season with a showing of ‘We are Marshall’.   We will be 
cooking hamburgers and hot dogs on the grill so come hungry!    

This 2006 film starring Matthew McConaughey is much more than a football movie.  This is the 
true story of the loss of almost the entire Marshall University football team in a fiery plane 
crash and the impact it had not only on the school and families but also on the town of 
Huntington, W. VA. and the survivors who, for whatever reason were not with their teammates 
that day.  How do you recover from such a tragedy?  What kind of different forms does faith 
and courage take?  In what ways does guilt manifest itself and is self-forgiveness possible? 
  
If you are interested in hosting movie night, or have a special movie request, please contact 
Bob Wolf.  Remember that you can be a host without having the movie at your home ---


