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X Reﬂecﬁons w

Kerry Shull

A recent article in USA Today (Cathy Lynn Grossman, “More Americans
tailoring religion to fit their needs,” http://www.usatoday.com/NEWS/
usaedition/2011-09-13-1f-World-War-Ilera-warbler-Kate ST U.htm),
reports on the research by George Barna (published in his book
Futurecast). Barna has conducted annual surveys of 1,000 to 1,600 U.S.
adults, between the years 1991 to 2011. While more people claim Jesus
as their savior and expect to go to heaven, more also say they have not
been to church in the past six months except for special occasions (for
instance, weddings or funerals). Whereas in 1991, 24% were
“unchurched,” today the figure is 37%. Barna commented, “People say,
‘I believe in God. I believe the Bible is a good book. And then I believe
whatever I want.” The author of the article stated, “The folks who make
up God as they go are side-by-side with self-proclaimed believers who claim the Christian label but shed their
ties to traditional beliefs and practices.” Barna said that America is headed for “310 million people with 310
million religions.”

Sociologist Robert Bellah (co-author of Habuts of the Heart, and now professor emeritus at University of
California-Berkeley) commented on our culture’s individualism, “The bad news is you lose the capacity to
make connections. Everyone is pretty much on their own." And all this rampant individualism also fosters
"hostility toward organized groups -- government, industry, even organized religion.”

While many causes can be found for this trend, the church must itself assume some responsibility. In
the early period the church knew itself as a community of faith that stood apart from and that challenged the
larger culture. However, when the state adopted Christianity, a bargain was struck in which the church tacitly
agreed that emphasis would be put upon the individual’s faith. In other words, the church would stick to the
personal realm, while the state took care of the public realm.

What we see today is both that the state is not living up to its part of the bargain and that we—who
taught that faith is simply a matter between oneself and God—should not be surprised when people pursue
their faith journey apart from the church community. Once a person knows that Jesus saves them, why
bother with the church?

It is not a matter, however, of blame. We must learn what it means to be a community of faith. And
we cannot take our cue from our society. We can only do this by immersing ourselves in Scripture. We need
to see what Jesus expected of us. Jesus defeated the power of evil that is so visible in the world. Jesus called
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Reflections (Cont.)

into being a community of disciples who loved, cared, and forgave each other.
Faith is not simply a matter between me and God. It is a matter in which Jesus
draws us into his community. He calls us to relate with each other. He calls us
to form a community that is different from the society around us and that
challenges the idolatry, the violence, and the dehumanizing impact of that
society. He calls us to be a mirror of the Kingdom of God. We must
rediscover our identity as Jesus’ people.

... From The Editors

Lovie and yim ﬂaitsig

We are overwhelmed by the response to
the first issue of the OVPC newsletter.
First of all, the deadline was met and the
articles submitted were excellent! Next,
Bob 1 and Bob 2 (Wolf and Turner) were
very supportive and helpful with every
question we asked.

Bob Wolf is a whiz with the website and
put the newsletter there for easy viewing,
then trouble-shooted (probably not a word) when there were problems
viewing it. Bob Turner has helped out with the photography needs....his
camera is everywhere!

So, we got the first issue out and now it is time to do it again....whew!

Please know that this is YOUR newsletter. You need not be a deacon or elder
or committee head to be published here. Let us know what is on your mind,
suggestions for additional topics, news in your life. Submit news to the
mailbox in the church office or send to our email address:
newsletter@ovpc.org.....and, thanks.

On a sad note, OVPC said good bye to Mabel King, a long time member,
friend, crafter and gardener this month. At her funeral reception Jim
discovered that her son Mike was one of his co-workers years ago. I listened
to stories about her generosity to others and to the church and of her many
talents. I was told that many church members received cuttings from her
famous violets and one of those beautiful violets adorned a table at the
reception. I am sorry I never met this lovely lady. I am sure the church will
dearly miss her.
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ﬁ
Back in Time y

From a 1995 newsletter....” A new group for men of the
church is planned.....the men will meet for breakfast and
for Bible study twice a month. if this group becomes as
active as Sewing Circle, watch out!” (editor’s note: Did
you see the picture of our men at breakfast in this issue o
this newsletter?) |
Men’s breakfast is on Saturday mornings at 7:30 at
D’Ortone’s Italian Restaurant. All men welcome!

Votes ][;zom Session
Earlene DeFazio -Clerk ofSession

The Session met September 12, 2011.

The Treasurer reported that all bills had been paid at the end of August and that she would be able to
pay the remaining balance of our Presbytery Mission obligation in September.

The Session reviewed the Revised Bylaws. A motion was made, seconded and carried to send the
Revised Bylaws to the Congregation.

The Nominating Committee is wrapping up its’ work. There will be an Officer Training Session in
October.

We are continuing to plan for the Presbytery meeting which OVPC will host on Tuesday, November 15,
2011. We will meet with representatives from Presbytery on November 2, 2011 to go over the

requirements for the meeting.

The next Session meeting is October 10, 2011.
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OVPC, we have a PROBLEM. Most of you
probably know that yard waste made up of
biodegradable material must not be mixed with
garbage/trash or with recyclables. The State of
Delaware is mandating that yard waste is not to be
placed in any designated land fill. In past weeks the
trash pickup contractors have left notes to that effect.
They will be fined if the waste stations or collection/
transfer stations fine any yard waste in what they
dump. This includes the stuft in dark plastic bags.
The drivers are being very careful so they know what
is in the trash in order to avoid fines. Those fines will
come right back to the church and could endanger

our contract.

Similarly, we must be careful of what is put in the
Recycle Bin. B&G is trying to get a definitive list from
the contractor. Delaware Solid Waste Authority
(DSWA) has told us that each contactor may have a
different list of what they call recyclable. Naturally
this list is based on what they call sell and what is best
for their bottom line. Until we hear from the

an | onunc[s

Buzz Henifin

contractor we will abide by the original list from
DSWA.

Okay, problem is solved, right? We will abide by the

law and be good stewards of the planet earth.

For those of you that do not use the rest rooms in the
Fellowship Center, the ceilings have become
discolored by water leaks and just plain dirt that was
difficult to clean. The men’s group, under Herb’s
guidance, replaced the ceiling panels with wall board.
This will be painted in about a week.

The advertisement for a weed killer has been
answered. Bill Colwill is now in charge of weed de-
ratification. Thanks Bill, for taking on this job.

Last but not least, the B&G co-chairs are calling a
committee meeting. The meeting will be in Memorial
Hall at 7 PM on Thursday October 6, 2011. The
objective is to review the necessary fall clean up and
to list other work that needs to be accomplished prior
to the Meeting of Presbytery on November 15.

RECYCLABLES LIST

Paper - junk mail (just about any paper), cardboard & paperboard, corrugated cardboard boxes of all sizes
(boxes should be flattened), cereal boxes, Kleenex type boxes and any box of similar material, paper towel;

toilet paper rollers and similar material. Paper cups should be rinsed.

Glass and Plastic - Yogurt & butter containers and similar containers and plastic bags. NO lids and NO
other type of glass. Only other plastics marked with a recycle triangle 1 or 2.

Aluminum and Steel Cans (rinsed) - food, beverage, pet food cans (rinsed) and empty aerosol cans.

PLEASE no foil, pie pans, paint cans aluminum or metal plates or trays.

NONO’s - No styrofoam of any kind, motor oil containers, containers that have had harmful contents or if
the container label states DO NOT RECYCLE, CFLs, batteries, window glass, mirrors, metal (except as
noted above).
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Nok S.  October 2
Carole T. October 7
Janet A.  October 9

Elsie Y. October 9
Carol K. October 12

Charlotte W. October 14
Lorie H. October 20
Bob T. October 27

WO’ZS/L[/Q Wanc[e’zings

Dev | ai/ey

Hurricane Irene arrived the last weekend of August, doing minimal damage to the area, but closing the
churches in the area for worship services. Thus, our highly planned visit with Rev. Dr. Iain Torrance,
President of Princeton Theological Seminary, was rescheduled for the next week. The day was good, and
many people came to hear Dr. Torrance preach and teach. It was an informative and worshipful event.
The Session voted to send a donation to the Seminary Library in honor of Dr Torrance's visit; and to
celebrate our many years of ministry with Kerry Shull, a graduate of this esteemed institution.

The Worship Committee met on Wednesday, September 14, to plan worship for the next several weeks.
World Wide Communion will be held on October 2. The music will come from around the world, and
we will hear the Lord's Prayer spoken in several different languages by members of the congregation.

The new choir robes have arrived and Sunday, October 9 has been set as a special service of worship and
music as we dedicate the choir robes and celebrate music ministry here at OVPC. A special "thank you"
goes to Kathy Sheetz for her hard work in getting the choir robes here and ready for use.

Please also, put Tuesday, November 15 on your calendar. The New Castle Presbytery will be holding
their meeting at Ocean View that day, and we will also worship together. Marge Schaefer will play, and
the choir will sing. Come worship with us, and see how the church conducts the business of the
Presbyterian Church, USA, in this corner of the country...

If you are interested in worship, please join us. The Committee next meets on Wednesday, October 19th,
at 2:30 pm in the church office.
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ibeacons ? /gep()’zt
Mike Read

At their September meeting the Deacons set their monthly meeting time to the first Wednesday of the
month at 2:30 PM in the Fellowship Center.

The annual Deacon’s Dinner will be held in conjunction with Movie Night on Friday, November 4. A
potluck dinner will be followed by a movie in Memorial Hall. Stay tuned for announcements regarding
the mission project that will be highlighted, as well as the movie selection.

Streamlining the process by which shut-ins may receive Holy Communion at home was discussed. If any
member requires service at home, or knows of another member who does, please contact a deacon.

It 1s with regret that the Board of Deacons accepted the resignation of Charlotte Wheatley, who must
devote more time to Grayson’s care. Our prayers are extended to Charlotte and Grayson, and we are
grateful for their service to the church.

Wativity j:estiva[

/M/()YS/U/J ’

Committee
At our 2009 Christmas Dinner, many of our congregation brought Nativity scenes to display. This
proved to be an interesting , successful experience. So, this year we are planning to repeat , enlarge and
open our display to the community.
Our plans are to have the display ready for us to enjoy at our Christmas Dinner, December 2nd, and
then to share our spiritual gift December 3rd. More information will follow.

What we need NOW is for members of the congregation to:
1. Think about the Nativity scene(s) you will bring to show.
2. Whte i 100 words or less a story about the scene and giwe the information to Carol Kratch or Elsie Young (Carol will
lype and put into a “frame” to be ready when...)
3. Bring the Natwity to Memorial Hall on Wednesday, November 30th.

This will be our first attempt to provide such a gift to the community. If you have

\ questions, call Elsie Young. 539-8718

|
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October 9th....dedication 0][ choir robes

"I think it's time we all pitched in
ard bought some new choir robes.”

Opinion Poll:

How many times 1s the church bell rung before church?
Responses:
“Three or five times”
“Four or five times”
“Six rings”
“Just ring the bell but stop if Marge starts playing”

\_
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CAs

Company s €0ming./ A'.lu;

/3@t5y ﬂenﬁn
Presbytery Visits OVPC November 15

Every one of us living in this beautiful beach/bay part of the country enjoys plenty of guests! All summer
we are welcoming family and friends into our homes: cooking, cleaning, sprucing up our homes! We
know how to make visitors feel welcome.

On Tuesday, November 15, we'll have an opportunity to demonstrate our famous hospitality to members
of Presbyterian churches from Delaware and Maryland. And there will be something everyone of us can
do to help prepare for our guests. Can you help fix up the church yard and plantings? Can you help serve
lunch, make macaroni and cheese, pour coffee, wash windows, help park cars, set up tables?  Many
hands really do make light work!

Ocean View Church has never welcomed Presbytery in all these years. Let's work together to make this a
memorable day for everyone! Watch for your chance to help!

Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a good chance to get rid of those
things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.

C/L’zistian £ c[ucation

Marlene Quinn

Do you know "What Presbyterians Believe?" Our Sunday morning class is meeting in Fellowship Center
following worship. Come join us as we continue to look at what we believe about confession, evil,
forgiveness, being a connectional church, Biblical justice, and the end of the world. Drop in whenever you

can as each week 1s a different topic.

Small group study begins in October using "Made for Goodness" by Archbishop Desmond Tutu and his
daughter Mpho Tutu. What does it mean to be made for goodness and if we really believe that, how can
that affect our everyday lives? Order the book through Amazon.com or order it from your favorite
bookstore. The evening class will meet at 7 PM at the Bailey's beginning Oct. 12. We hope to also have a
daytime class. Please sign up at church or contact me at 537-1523.
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Communication anc/é %U.eéc/ww/ogy Committee

We hope everyone enjoyed the first edition of the
new newsletter. Congratulations to Jim and Lorie
for putting out a great publication. We have heard
of some people having problems accessing the
electronic version and have come up with a
solution for that. If you continue to have
problems, please let Bob Wolf know and we will
try to work through it together. We will also be
updating the website so you will have the option of
downloading the newsletter rather than only being
able to view it in your web browser.

We continue to update our website and discuss new
ways in which we can make use of the technology
available to us. We are pleased that we are being
contacted by people through the site and we will soon
be adding new sections showing off our facilities and
offering information on contact/rental information.

Do We Have Your Email Address? We are going
to be using electronic communications more and more
and want to make sure that nobody i1s left out. In the
near future we will be asking you to validate the email
contact information currently on file for you. Please
watch the bulletin for more information.

The October newsletter will introduce a new
section where we will announce the upcoming
birthdays and anniversaries of our members and
church friends. In the interest of privacy, we will
list only first name, last initial, month and day. If
you would prefer not to have this information
published, please contact Jim or Lorie Hartsig or
send a note to newsletter@ovpc.org

A concern has been raised about the way we
communicate news of our fellow members to the rest
of the congregation. This news can be sorrows, joys,
or requests for assistance. We have developed the
following communications chain and will be working
to have it implemented in the near future. This same
chain can also be used to communicate other
information such as church closings, etc.

Pastor** As always, we welcome any input into the content or
design of our website and encourage everyone to join
I us at one of our monthly meetings. The next meeting
I I is scheduled for October 25" at 7 p.m.
. Comm & .
Session Tech Remember to visit often! www.ovpc.org

Deacons Email
I * If you prefer the
Shepherds information remain

confidential, it will go no
further than the Pastor.
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Did you know?

The following groups rent the church Hall:

AA. Middlesex Beach

AL-Anon Ocean Village

Bethany Breeze e h Landing

Bethany Marina Lﬁores Beac_h} ;z‘\ssociation
Boy Scouts ' i

V(}iqe,qf-‘ the ‘Fa.l—

Bridge Club as of Bethany West
CPR ' JWaters Edge

Cedar Bay ' Weddings and Funerals
FARA. Weight Watchers
Gardeners By the Sea White’s Creek Manor

Lord Baltimore Lioness

White’s Creek Marine Association

On October 12th at 5:30 pm there will be a fundraiser for The Way Home
at the Cottage Cafe with a silent auction and door prizes.
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Photos by Jim Hartsig and Kathy Sheetz
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FALL JUMBLE

OCEAN VIEW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
CENTRAL AVE JUST NORTH OF RT 26

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2011
9AMTO 1 PM

BE SURE TO MARK YOUR CALENDAR: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15,2011 9A.M. TO 1 P.M.

We welcome glassware, small household items, kitchen miscellaneous, linens, pictures, small
working appliances, knick-knacks, children’s toys and books, adult books and any other nearly
new items. PLEASE: No clothing, shoes, pocketbooks or anything broken or soiled.

We also will be looking for donations of baked goods, potted plants, jewelry and linens.

Contact the following chairwomen if you wish to donate and/or lend a helping hand: WE WILL
BEGIN COLLECTING GOODS FROM NOW UNTIL SET-UP ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14,
2011, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

BOOKS: Marlene Quinn (537-1523) or Carol Kratch (539-1350). JEWELRY: Amy Peoples
(732-3939) or Edna Ewing (539-0559). PLANTS: Betsy Henifin (539-5657). BAKED GOODS:
Marge Schaefer (539-7812) WHITE ELEPHANT: Kathy Sheetz (539-2827). LINENS: Alice
Woodruff (539-6187)

If you need further information, please contact Liz Hobler at (302-541-0487) or email:
lhobler@yverizon.net
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J(aye ’S J(O’ZIQ@Z

REMINDERS When you are having your committee meetings please check your mail box
before your meeting. They are getting full because no one is getting their mail. If you have

any thing to put in the bulletin please have it in the office by Thursday. The bulletin is printed
on Friday.

P rayer Chain

The Church has a Prayer Chain for whoever needs prayer for whatever reason. Call
Hilary Smith (302-436-5678) with prayer requests.

.S)c’ziptu’ze

The Women’s Sewing Circle has begun a study of the Beatitudes. The second lesson, Greatly
Honored Are the Mourners, will be discussed at our October 12 meeting.

Matthew 5: verse 4 tells us, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” In the
second list of Beatitudes found in the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 6: verse 21b and 25b, Jesus says,
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.” and “Woe to you who laugh now, for you will
mourn and weep.” So what we will discuss 1s Jesus’ call to his disciples to honor the mourners, as
He calls them also to be accountable for living a life with laughter while others are hurting.

Join the women for lunch and the pursuit of this Bible study led by Betsy Henifin.

Listen! The wind is rising,
And the air is wild with leaves,
We have had our summer evenings,

Now for October eves!
Humbert Wolfe
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What 9 Did On %/]y Vacation

1 4

R R e A e
- AL TGS o e SN

Liz Hobler floating in the Red Sea - You Dome on the Mount, Jerusalem.
just can’t sink!!!

Liz and Bruce in front of the Wailing
Wall, Jerusalem.

| Lty ) SO M : AL
Lorie and Jim in a high Yellowstone You can’t miss the Yellowstone Bison.
pass in June.

This 1s your page. Please send us pictures from your vacation.
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j’zic/ay Wiqkt At The Movies

Please join us on the first Friday of each month for fellowship, a movie, and free
popcorn! On October 7 Catch Me If You Can’ starring Leonardo DiCaprio
and Tom Hanks will be shown. Please visit our website for more information.
We encourage movie requests — please let Bob or Elaine Wolf know what you

()

would like to see.

Mark your calendars for November 4" and join us for ‘Dinner and
A Movie’ sponsored by your Deacons.

o’/
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